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This book originates in the work publicly presented and later writ- 
ten up by doctoral students attending the Bilbao (2007) and Graz 
(2009) lntensive Programmes of the European network European Doc- 
torate Enhancement in Peace and Conflict Studies (EDEN). Respectively 
entitled 'Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Peace and Conflict: A View 
from Europe' and 'Human Security, Peace and Stability (with a focus 
on the Balkan Region)', these intensive programmes -part of an an- 
nual series which started in 2004- are a basic ingredient of the EDEN 
curriculum (also incorporating tutored periods abroad in other training 
centres of the network), and are designed t o  foster a critical research 
culture amongst al1 members of the network. increasing the contact 
between graduate students and more senior researchers, and estab- 
lishing the foundations for a critical mass of researchers interested in 
Peace and Conflict issues from a broad interdisciplinary perspective. 
The organization of the annual lntensive Programmes and the publica- 
tion of the results are crucial instruments in fulfilling EDEN's goals. Pub- 
lications are a powerful trainingmechanism. as well as key in the public 
dissemination of the ongoing debates taking place within the network. 
increasing its visibility. Furthermore, we believe that advanced gradu- 
ate students are in a privileged position too, starting out from the solid 
theoretical and methodological foundations obtained in their respective 
PhD Programmes across Europe, and producing the kind of innovative 
and critical work that is sorely needed for any field of knowledge to re- 
main alive and crisp. Namely, t o  remain both on edge and on the edge, 
questioning its limits, expanding its horizons, enriching i t  theoretically 




